[Oberlin All-gender Proposal] 

Student Rules and Regulations: 

Section: Housing and Dining Regulations 

B. Conditions of the Housing and Dining Agreement 

1. Assignments 

The College assigns rooms to new students on the basis of the Housing Application. Returning students select housing based on an assignment system set by the Housing and Dining 

Committee that gives priority to students based on number of semesters lived on campus, group applications (for two or more people) over individual applications, and a randomly assigned 

number. 

To be added: 
The College currently provides single-sex, co-ed, and all-gender housing options for students. In order to provide students with more open accessibility to housing, the College is moving to replace co-ed and all-gender housing with gender-blind housing. Gender-blind housing provides an opportunity for enrolled students of any gender identity (male, female, transgender, those who do not identify, etc.) to live together in rooms, floors, wings, or buildings. Designations of single-sex and gender-blind housing will be reviewed on an annual basis by the Housing and Dining Committee. 

Endorsed by: 
Student Life Committee 

Oberlin College Student Senate 

Department of Residential Education and Dining Services 

Housing & Dining Committee 

Multicultural Resource Center 

Transgender Advocacy Group 

Edmonia Lewis Center for Women and Transgender People 

Lambda Union 

Oberlin College Friends of the American Civil Liberties Union 

Oberlin Student Co-operative Association Committee on Privilege and Oppression 

Queer Peers

Queer Jews and Allies 

Explanation of proposal: 
After students enroll at Oberlin College, this policy gives students the ability to choose roommates and rooming assignments without gender as a restriction. This policy does not include incoming first-years and is an opt-in system. Any amount of housing can be single-sex (wings in South that are all-male or all-female). The amount of this housing would likely be based on student interest / need, although it would be up to Residential Education to decide what amount of single-sex housing exists. Students could live in all other campus housing without gender identity being taken into consideration. This housing is currently gender-blind as an area 

(the actual wings, floors, buildings), but not within the rooms.

Current situation: 
In academic year 2004 - 2005, Residential Life and Dining Services designated the residence hall Noah for gender-neutral housing. This academic year (2005 – 2006) had the most students take advantage of the policy in Noah: six rooms with two students in each room. Starting in academic year 2006 – 2007, all-gender housing in Noah is being re-allocated to include one wing each in Noah, East, South, and Talcott. All village housing and OSCA housing are also all-gender. 

